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TUESDAY,  MARCH  16,  1943 


QUESTION  BOX 

Wheat  Mixture  to  fertilize  Victory  Garden? 

Seed  "beans  and  peas  rationed? 

Plant  vegetable  seeds  how  deep? 

Backyard  chickens  for  wartime  food  emergency? 


scientists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture 


ANSWERS  FROM 


— ooOoo — 


Questions  in  the  mailbag  today  all  concern  food  for  the  family  in  one  way  or 
another.    Several  letters  here  ask  about  growing  vegetables  in  home  gardens. 
Others  ask  about  a  backyard  poultry  flock  to  furnish  the  family  with  chickens  and 
eggs. 

Let's  begin  with  the  letters  asking  garden  questions*    The  first  letter  says* 
"What  chemical  fertilizer  should  I  buy  for  my  Victory  Garden? 

Garden  advisors  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  suggest  the  special 
Victory  Garden  fertilizer  now  for  sale  at  seed  and  garden  stores.  The  Victory  Gar- 
den fertilizer  is  a  3-8-7  mixture— that  is,  3  percent  nitrogen... 8  percent  phos- 
phoric acid... and  7  percent  potash.    It  is  put  up  in  packages  of  from  10  to  100 
pounds  so  you  can  get  only  the  amount  you  need  for  the  size  of  your  garden.  You 
can  buy  and  use  this  Victory  Garden  fertilizer  only  for  growing  food — not  for  lasvns, 
flowers  or  ornamental  plants.    As  most  gardeners  know,  wartime  demands  for  chemi- 
cals have  cut  down  the  supply  used  for  fertilizer.    So  use  your  Victory  Garden  fer- 
tilizer with  care.    Make  the  most  of  it... don't  waste  any. 

The  most  effective  way  to  use  the  fertilizer  is  to  scatter  it  in  a  band  3  or 
4  inches  wide  and  at  least  2  inches  from  the  row  where  the  seeds  or  plants-  will  go 
in.    Scoop  out  a  furrow  about  2  inches  deep  parallel  to  the  planting  row.  Scoop 
the  furrow  with  an  ordinary  garden  hoe.    Then  spread  the  fertilizer  evenly  along 
the  furrow.    Use  fertilizer  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  to  each  25  feet  of  row.  (You 


can.  get  an  idea  of  the  weight  of  the  fertilizer  as  3/ou  use  it  "by  remembering  that 
an  ordinary  10-quart  pail  holds  from  15  to  20  pounds  of  fertilizer.)  Mix  the  fer- 
tilizer thoroughly  with  the  soil  and  cover  about  2  inches  deep.    When  you  open  up 
the  row  to  plant  the  seed,  some  of  the  soil  will  go  to  fill  up  the  fertilizer  ■ 
farrow. 

Of  course,  you  know  that  fertilizer  must  n$ver  come  in  contact  with  the 
seed.    Open  the  row  for  the  seed  just  "before  planting  &q  the  soil  will  "be  moist 
when  the  seed  goes  in. 

Plant  scientists  advise  using  barnyard  manure  for  fertilizing  a  vegetable 
garden  if  you  can  possibly  get  it.    Samyard  manure  is  still  the  most  reliable 
fertilizer.    It  not  only  fertilizes  the  soil  "but  improves  the  physical  condition, 
too.    Leafmold,  compost  or  mulching  material  turned  under  also  will  improve  the 
physical  condition  "by  supplying    hums  which  helps  the  soil  hold  water. 

How  here's  a  second  question  from  the  mail bag,  A  farm  housewife  writes: "How 
that  dried  beans  and  peas  are  rationed,  how  are  farmers  going  to  get  enough  beans 
and  peas  for  seed?" 

The  Government  lias  already  made  provision  for  farmers  and  gardeners  who  need 
dry  beans,  peas  or  lentils  for  seed.    Tou  can  apply  to  your  local  War  Price  and 
Ration  Board  for  certificates  giving  you  the  ration  points  necessary  to  buy  the 
dried  beans  and  peas  you  need  for  planting.  The  Government  wants  to  make  sure  far- 
mers have  the  seed  they  need  and  that  these  seed  beans  and  peas  arc  not  all  Used 
up  for  food,  as  they  might  be  if  anyone  could  buy  them  outside  of  ration  restrict 
tions. 

The  third  question  is  about  how  deep  to  plant  vegetable  seeds.    A  beginner 
at  gardening  says: "I  have  heard  that  many  gardeners  make  the  mistake  of  planting 
seed  too  deep.  How  deep  should  I  plant  vegetable  seeds?" 

Here  is  what  the  leaflet  on  Victory  Gardens  published  by  the  U.  S.  Department 


of  Agriculture  has  to  say  about  that.    The  leaflet  says:  In  general,  seed  should 
"be  planted  only  deep  enough  to  make  sur'o  that  it  is  down  in  soil  that  is  moist. 
Too  shallow  planting  may  leave  the  seed  so  near  the  top  of  the  ground  that  the 
soil  around  it  dries  "before  the  seed  has  time  to  germinate.    Or  the  seed  may  he  so 
near  the  surface  that  rain  washes  off  the  soil  and  leaves  the  seed  crpbsed.  On 
the  other  hand,  seeds  planted  too  deep  are  slower  at  germinating  and  the  young 
sprouts  may  not  he  able  to  push  all  the  way  up  through  the  soil.    In  general  the 
rule  is  to  plant  small  seeds  ahout  a  ho If  inch  deep  and  larger  seeds  an  inch  or 
even  deeper. 

By  the  way,  that  free  leaflet  on  Victory  Gardens  is  yours  for  the  asking. 
Just  write  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  ask  for 
"Victory  Gardens,"  Publication  No.  433. 

Now  here' s  an  inquiry  ahout  a  home  poultry  flock.    You  know  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  urging  every  family  possible  to  have  a  "backyard  poultry  flock  for 
emergency  food  production.    You  can  get  information  ahout  raising  that  flock  from 
another  of  the  Department  o f  Agriculture' s  free  publications.  This  is  "Poultry 
Keeping  in  Backyard  sy"  Bulletin  No.  1508.  A  postcard    will  bring  you  a  copy  as 
long  as  the  free  supply  lasts. 

That  finishes  the  batch  of  questions  for  today.    Listen  for  more  on 
Thursday. 


